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 THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT has defended the right of a British-based arm of Islamic State to send money and weapons to Syria while fighting US-backed forces. The decision comes amid efforts by the US to prevent foreign fighters from returning to the United States after their overseas operations, which have carried out several deadly attacks, including the one in San Bernardino, California,
that left 14 people dead. Last month, the US Treasury Department added seven more groups to the terrorist list for allegedly supporting Isis. Among them was Al-Nusrah Front, the Al-Qaeda franchise operating in Syria and the Yemen. Last week, the Obama administration moved to bar the seven foreign Islamic State-linked organisations from sending money to finance their operations. The Treasury
Department's new rules will also bar charities from receiving US dollars to help the rebels fight IS and other militants. They will also target organisations supporting so-called "sub-state" terror groups, those operating without the highest levels of coordination with the central leadership of the Al-Qaeda affiliate in Yemen, Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), and those of al-Nusrah Front. In a

new ruling, the Justice Department reiterated that the fighters and supporters of the two groups were still free to travel to the US, although the Justice Department did not rule on any possible prosecution. In a statement, the department said: "We do not rule out the possibility that an individual who travelled to Syria to join ISIL or a group that supports them may be prosecuted if that person
subsequently returned to the United States." In the statement, released Monday, the Justice Department said it was making the new determination "in the interests of protecting the national security and civil-humanitarian laws of the United States" and to "prevent individuals who have fought or otherwise supported ISIL from returning to the United States." The decision drew criticism from Republican
congressman Mike Turner, who said the US was "compromising our national security to appease the Islamic State and its sympathizers". In a statement, Mr Turner said the decision to go after foreign fighters, but not their supporters, was "troubling". He said: "The Obama administration made a critical and sudden change in its policy in November by saying that ISIL would no longer be prosecuted for

actions taken overseas. "By contrast, we are now moving forward with new rules that prosecute only those who make it to America. "This is a 82157476af
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